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Here are some ideas for outreach I have gleaned from some of our EE friends in North America and from my own experience as a church planter and pastor.  Please email me with YOUR creative ideas and we will continue to compile this resource.  ksilva@eeworks.org
Home-cooked Lunches:

 

Our Church, Peace with Christ Lutheran Church - Fort Collins Colorado, is located adjacent to a local high school.

 

We started outreach to the high school students by providing them a "home-cooked" lunch each Thursday noon. The first few weeks we had only several attend. Now the number attending our noon lunch has reached over 150. While their available time over lunch is short, it is opening opportunities to share the love of Christ and involve some in study of God's Word after school hours.

 

At Christmas I as a Gideon offered each a free copy of the New Testament, Psalms and Proverbs. Only a few declined taking a copy and nearly all who declined said that they already had their personal Bible.

 

Earl Reinkensmeyer * Fort Collins, Colorado * ERSummit@aol.com 

EE:  Earl, thanks for sharing this very practical bridge-builder with us.  You are carrying on in the Spirit of the Master displayed His great love by feeding the multitudes!

Local School Outreach:
  
Several years ago, as a staff, we began to realize we as a church were doing a great job of reaching out to our city, but had missed the great opportunities we had right in our back door. Our church is located in a declining, multicultural, and low income neighborhood. As we began to search for ways to reach out to our immediate neighborhood we realized it would take a unique format to reach this area. As we began to search for the door to open our ministry with, we stumbled into our door.  We have three schools, two elementary and one middle school, with in two blocks of our church.
 
We scheduled meetings with the principals in the schools and began to ask what kind of needs we could meet. We were greeted with open arms and needs beyond imagination. Two items jumped out over all the rest. First, due to the financial needs of this area, many of the children were coming to school with out some of the most basic school supplies. Secondly, many of the children were behind the learning curve due  to language barriers, and lack of support at home. Our church entered into a partnership with the two elementary schools to provide school supplies and also mentors and tutors for the children.
 
Each fall, we provide a packet of school supplies to each child in the schools. Last year we did right at 750 packets. We raise the funds through love offerings above our normal budget. We also get help from a Wal-Mart near our church. They order our supplies in bulk, let us have a great discount, and then give us monetary donations as well. We are able to distribute the packets during registration at one school and on the first day of class at the other. The children are overjoyed and we have received tearful hugs and wonderful notes from parents thanking us for doing this. As we have done door to door questionnaires in our neighborhood, we have become known as the “Packet People”! We have seen many children plug in to our children’s ministry, and several families start attending our church as a direct result of this ministry.
 
Secondly, we have had many our people volunteer to serve as mentors and tutors to the children in the schools. Many of our business people take a lunch hour and work with one or two children. They read, spend time talking and doing fun things with the children. The schools tell us they have seen measurable increases in the performance of these children in all areas of their lives. As a result of this, we have had the opportunity to minister to many families during times of need in their lives. We have helped with funeral services, visited family in the hospitals, worked with people who were incarcerated, taken in food and clothes after fires had destroyed homes, and many other venues.
 
An unplanned blessing that has come out of this partnership is our relationship with the staffs at these schools. We have been able to reach out to them as well as the students. Each fall we host a back to school lunch for the school staffs. This includes everyone from the principal to the maintenance staff, teachers and aides, to the lunch room staff and volunteers. We invite them to come to the church where we serve lunch and spend time trying to encourage them in all they do. We share with them that we will be praying for them throughout the year, and give them a chance to sign up for a special prayer list. We divide all the people who sign up over the school year and then assign them special weeks where we will pray for them by name. On that week we have people here in the church that will write notes to them that we deliver and put in their boxes at the school. We  have had staff call and ask for us to pray for specific things on their week as well as other times. The first year we did this, we had about 40% participation. Last year we had 100% participation from both elementary schools!! During teacher appreciation week we put out portable signs in front of the schools telling the staff we appreciate them as well as asking the community to join us in saying thank you. We also try and take food and snacks in to the staffs on a regular basis.
 
As a result of our partnership we have great freedom to work in and with the schools. Two years ago, I was in one of the schools and was stopped by the principal asking for me to pray for and with her in regards to a special problem she was dealing with. I promised I would and started to leave. She stopped me and asked me to pray with her in the hall right where we were!! I This outreach has grown way beyond our greatest dreams and continues to grow and give us open doors that are truly God sized!!!!!!!
 
We have many stories to share as a result of this. Most schools can be entered if people will use the avenues that are out there such as supplies and the mentor and tutor doors.     
 
Gayle Tenbrook
Associate Pastor Evangelism and Pastoral Care * Immanuel Baptist Church * 1415 S.Topeka * Wichita, Ks. 67211
316.262.1452 Office * 316.250.7150 Cell
 

EE:  Gayle, what a wonderful outreach.  You are truly displaying the love of Christ to your community at a point that touches the hearts of children, parents and educators alike.  Well done!  And thanks for taking the time to share it with us!

Soccer Savvy:

I think with the explosion of soccer in North America, and the World Cup coming in June, there is a risen level of awareness of the sport.
 

We have many young soccer players in church, and our church will be hosting a soccer camp.  We will host it at a community park, utilizing the mailing directory of our local club.
The purpose is to glorify God by building a bridge with soccer training to improve the soccer skills of young people while giving them an exposure to the Gospel via short Bible study handouts that will include the two questions.
 

Follow up by EE trained individuals will also take place after the camp.
 

Regards,
Troy Self * Associate Pastor * Woodside Baptist Church * Denver, CO * troyself@comcast.net
EE: Thanks Troy.  Good idea!  Can you tell me how the follow up by the EE teams is going to work?  How will they make contact?  What will their approach be?

TROY: Hey Ken, The target age is children, ages 8-12, and their parents.
The promotional materials will explain it is soccer camp with a character-building/Christian emphasis.
 

Follow up will be: young people register through their parents; name/address/phone/e-mail/cell phone for emergency
 

During camp, assignments will be given to each young person; a. soccer skill assignments they can work on at home [i.e., juggling the ball, kicking to the wall, passing to parent or sibling]; b. character building assignments; i.e., obedience to parents and authority; getting along with siblings and peers; respect for parents and authority; fulfilling responsibilities, etc.
 

Follow up to the homes is two-fold:  1. Individual soccer exercises as assigned by workers to the kids.   2. Character building assignments as assigned.

Finally, church attendance, including review of the gospel as presented in camp.  Hopefully, parents are present; this affects the direction of the conversation; rather than move to the child's church attendance and response to the gospel, we turn to the parents and conversation/acquaintance can be built with them; [secular life--work, interests, family]; a. Thank the parents for registering the kids in the camp.  b. Ask if the kids had a good time   c. Ask if the kids brought home the materials and showed them.   d. Explain that our purposes were to provide soccer training AND character training, including obedience to parents as taught in the Scriptures, etc.  e. Our church endeavors to strengthen families by supporting the parents while encouraging the kids.  f. Ask about their church background, and we're 'off!' into the gospel outline...
Kind regards,
Troy Self
High School Football:

Our Youth Pastor, Chad Allen, has filmed high school football games.  He edits the films with cool music and graphics and then shows them at a free pizza lunch the following week.  This is always a very popular event and has built bridges to the players, cheerleaders and fans, which has opened great doors for Youth EE.

Ken Silva * Share Your Faith Workshops * Oakdale, CA * ksilva@eeinternational.org
If You’re Game:
 

[Here are] a couple of ideas that I have used as outreach ideas.  The first has become rather popular and used by many churches, and that is a sportsmen's banquet (also called a Wild Game Supper).  In our area of northeast Georgia, this has grown to be very popular.  We actually rent the local civic center in order to accommodate more people.  We invite a well-known hunter or pro fisherman or Christian athlete to come speak.  We also have thousands of dollars of corporate sponsorship for door-prize give-aways.  We use this as a means of gathering people's names for follow-up.  We give a clear presentation of the gospel, and then have everyone fill out a "response card" and use these to follow up on those who indicate any type of spiritual interest or need.  We have seen many folks make professions for Christ, and we have been able to send EE teams to homes of folks who typically do not attend church, but they were interested in an event such as this.

EE:  Hum… maybe you could call it the “Road Kill Café.”  Actually, this is a great event.  We have used it with success ourselves! 
 

Steve:  [No comment]. 

The other idea is a Parenting Conference or Seminar at which information is given on how to be a better parent.  The church invites a well-known person who is noted for his/her experience with working with children, and workshops can be offered conducted by members of the church staff.  This is usually a one-day meeting, but it can be a great tool to invite people from the community who otherwise might not attend church.  These folks can be followed up on with friendly visits from EE teams that can easily lead into a gospel presentation.
 

God bless!
Sincerely,
-Steve Townsend, Pastor * Tabernacle Baptist Church * P.O. Box 848 * Clayton, GA 30525 * www.tbchurch.org
 

EE:  Thank you Steve.  You’re meeting the community at points of interest and need!  May your tribe increase.

Prayer Plants with Prayer:

We have developed a very effective outreach that provides degrees of participation for the entire congregation and demonstrates the real power of prayer.

What we do is, after choosing a specific area of homes in our community (new housing is best), we saturate it with prayer by having many people prayer walk the area everyday for three weeks.  Then we deliver a foil-wrapped Prayer Plant (Marantas) with a business-sized card in it that simply says “God Still Answers Prayer.”  We ask for and record prayer requests and assure the resident that they will be prayed over everyday for three weeks.  After three weeks of prayer, we return and ask about the specific request we received earlier.  At that time we receive additional requests and then go into the “Questionnaire Evangelism” approach.  This has opened many doors, built lasting relationships for our church and brought the gift of salvation to many.  

The other great thing about this outreach is that there are so many opportunities for involvement at different levels of comfort and ability.  From the preparation of the plants, to delivering them, prayer walking, praying for the requests, to return evangelistic visits, everyone and anyone can be involved in this outreach!

I am happy to provide a detailed, step-by-step instruction paper to anyone who would like it.

Ken Silva * Share Your Faith Workshops  * Oakdale, CA  *  ksilva@eeinternational.org

Welcome to America Dinner:

We turned the typical missions conference “International Banquet” into and actual Outreach Banquet for Internationals!  

First, we identified a number of local businesses owned by internationals.  We produced a flyer for our congregation that identified the business, their nationality and how to say a greeting in their native language (phonetically written).  We then encouraged our members to do business with these internationals and build relationships with them by greeting them in their own language, asking about their background and saying “Welcome to America” and by also telling them that we attend River Oak Grace Community Church.  

After a few weeks of this, we took formal invitations into each business and invited them to a “Welcome to America Dinner” in their honor.  This was to be a typical American pot-luck dinner and we were providing all the food.  However, when the internationals showed up, most of them also had food they had prepared!  What a wonderful event this was!

We explained how we thank God for His provision, had prayer and enjoyed our meal together.  The program following consisted of an explanation of some of our American holidays including the Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter!  We handed out an American flag to each new friend, sang the Star “Spangled Banner” and “God Bless America.”  Then we prayed for them.  There wasn’t a dry eye in the room!

Of course the gospel was shared in our explanations of Christmas and Easter.  We didn’t have an actual prayer for salvation, but a great bridge was built to these people.  This event could have been more effective with better follow up.

I look forward to trying this one again sometime and highly recommend it to congregations who are serious about reaching the world God has brought to their door step.

Ken Silva  *  Share Your Faith Workshops  *  Oakdale, CA  *  ksilva@eeinternational.org

Don’t Forget “In-Reach”:

 

I am writing in response to your request for OJT "offerings".  What I would like to share with you is how I have used this material very effectively for a one-time small group presentation with participation.  It usually take about 90 minutes to 2 hours.

 

I am a former EE trainer from the early '90s and although I have not been directly involved with EE for many years, I am so grateful for this training and I have continued to use the ?? and gospel presentation often in one form or another.  Something that I have found to be extremely effective is to use the presentation as a teaching tool to a group of mostly Christians in a one-time small group setting.  What I have learned is that although originally intended for outreach to unbelievers, this is actually an eye opener for most Christians and here is the twist that the Lord has led me to focus on in the small group setting...

 

Since I'm dealing with a group, I pass out a sheet of paper.  On the paper I have printed something like this...

 

DO YOU KNOW FOR SURE?
 

1. ?  Yes    No    Not Sure

 

2. ?  Because _______________________________________________________.

 

After a brief introduction to the subject, I politely encourage everyone to participate in an exercise in order to get the greatest benefit from what we are about go over.  I then present the first question asking everyone who is willing to privately circle their answer.  After sharing 1John 5:13, I then move to the 2nd question, again asking everyone who is willing to privately write their answer. (It is helpful to have the questions on an overhead or white board).  I emphasize that these are very personal questions and that we don't want to embarrass anyone, but that if they would be willing to put their answer in writing it will greatly benefit them at the end of the presentation.  I've never had anyone not participate.

 

Next I mention what some common answers to these questions might be and then ask if anyone would be willing to share their answers with the group.  Again I emphasize that we don't want to embarrass anyone.  Most are usually are willing.  I ask them to read me exactly what they have written on the paper and nothing more (so that none of the answers are influenced by others).  I record all the answers given to Q2 on a piece of paper or on a white board.  Here is where the presentation twist comes in...

 

Very few Christians in these groups will give a true faith answer like this...

Because Jesus died for me.

 

Often no one does or perhaps only one or two.  Most Christians give answers like this (actually answers from the last time I did this)...

Because I believe that Jesus died for me.

Because I have accepted Jesus as my Savior.

Because I believe in you and Jesus is your son and died for me.

Because I know I believe in you and you are in my heart.

Because I believe in you.

Because I love you.

 

After thanking everyone for sharing, I go through the gospel presentation.  After sharing about faith, I take everyone back to the answers given at the start (white board very helpful).  I explain that there are two kinds of answers to Q2... faith or works.  I then go through each answer without naming names and label it F or W (or perhaps WF if it includes the death of Jesus).  Of course, most are works or combination works-faith answers.

 

Then I ask if anyone sees what is common among the works and works-faith answers.  I sometimes have to help at this point by asking each person to read the first word of their answer.  At this point a light usually goes on and jaws drop open.  The first person mentioned in these answers is always "I"... something "I" am doing... often "I believe".  In a true "faith" answer, what Jesus did is always mentioned first.

 

The fact that a person does not give a true faith answer does not mean they are not a Christian, but it does indicate that their foundation needs some work.  This teaching is foundation repair for many believers.  I can often see a person move from trusting in themselves to trusting in Christ alone.

 

I've never had anyone offended by this.  But I've had many tell me with smiling faces that this was absolutely the best study they had ever been to and thanked me profusely.  I am also extremely blessed whenever I have the opportunity to do this.

 

May God bless you Dr. Silva and all of the EE team...

Dale J. Mayer  * 3300 Pebblebrook #101 * Seabrook, TX 77586 * 281-532-3394 www.dalejmayer.com 

Appreciation Dinners:
People love to be appreciated, yet seldom are.  We have found that a little appreciation can go a long way!  

Teacher Appreciation- We had our families invite every teacher in our public and Christian Schools to a special “Teacher’s Appreciation Banquet” held at the community center in our town.  Families sponsored teacher couples by purchasing tickets and we made up the difference from our outreach budget.

School principals assisted to be sure no teachers were overlooked.  

After a welcome in which we explained our purpose in simply thanking them for the investment they make to our young people and community we served a lovely dinner (youth servers) and enjoyed live musical entertainment.  Following dinner we showed a film about the impact of Guy Doud, who was a National Teacher of the Year (Focus on the Family Films).  The film is very moving and in it there is a wonderful poem about the impact of a teacher.  We had this beautifully embossed on card stock and gave it as a gift to each teacher present.  In closing, we simply had the teachers stand, we thanked them for their commitment to our children and prayed for them.  The tears flowed freely!

This was early in the life of our church and through the years we have continued to hear comments about how much the evening meant to people.

For several years we did a similar thing for Peace Officers and then expanded it to include Emergency Personnel.  This annual event grew to the point were the mayor of our city would attend and each department, Sheriffs, City Police, local California Highway Patrol, city and rural Firefighters each recognized their own Peace Officer or Firefighter of the year with a special award!  

This was another great bridge-building event.  What it did for us was similarly accomplished through the Teacher’s Appreciation Banquet.  It provided bridges for our Christian peace officers, firefighters and teachers to engage their peers on a whole new level.  We saw many of these contacts filtering into the life of our church over the following months and years because of the avenues these events opened. 

Ken Silva * Share Your Faith Workshops * Oakdale, CA * ksilva@eeinternational.org

Creative Outreach – EE International 06
PAGE  
2
Creative Outreach – EE International 06

